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which must have brought Dravidian India into the great
Sudra body of Hinduism far away through the ages.

India, while being the home of many religions, is the
home of a people who demand instinctively a religious
system for their use. Often enough that demand is not in
close contact with any moral code, and there are many
Christian teachers who deny vehemently that India is a
'spiritual3 country. But that may be but a matter of words
and meanings. The Indian mind is supremely ready to
believe in some supernatural presence, to practise rituals
which worship and even aim at union with the Deity, even
if they readily entrust the bulk of their religious duties to
someone else.

Again let it be said for the visitor and the wayfarer, that
the religious ways of this country are well worthy of their
attention and their study, whether the austere and stately
ways of Islam, the more luscious interpretation of nature's
imagery and phenomena of Hinduism, the pure philosophy
of the inner Brahminism, or the dignity of the cult of Zoro-
aster. Wherever he may go are temples, some of very
ancient carving, while many are more modern buildings,
varying from great simplicity to great ornateness. There
will be the musjids of Islam, the shrines of Vishnu and
Mahadeo, and as a rule, the incumbents and guardians
ready to show them, so far as may be, to those who display
ordinary deference and courtesy, and will follow whatever
conduct is asked of them. The custodians always welcome
something for the upkeep of their temples and for the poor-
box that all maintain in one form or another!